
Least Desirable Option:  Election Day 
 
The latest a voter can vote in the General Election is November 3.  (If overseas or military, 
check online for special rules.)   
 
All ballots in Florida look the same whether they are used for in-person voting or are 
considered mail ballots (even through they might never be mailed in either direction).  The 
difference is that all forms of mail ballots are run through voting machines by election 
personnel, and all in-person votes (those cast during the two weeks of Early Voting or on 
Election Day at polling places) are run through the machine by the voter. In-person ballots may 
identify errors which voters may correct but mail voters cannot (this is discussed in more detail 
later). 
 
Votes in person on Election Day should be cast at the voter’s local polling place, some of 
which may have changed (check by phone or on-line close to election day) although a vote 
may be cast on Election Day at a Supervisor of Elections office if the voter fills out an affidavit).  
Also, votes received that day on mail ballots count if they are (1) requested and completed and 
turned it at an SoE office, (2) dropped off in person at an SoE office, or (3) received by mail at 
the main SoE office.  The third option is out of the voter’s control and should be avoided.  
Ballots, if returned by mail, should be mailed no later than a week before the election and far 
sooner if possible.   
 
Even a voter who has received a mail ballot may vote in person.  No voter can successfully 
vote twice:  a ballot is immediately logged when the bar code on a mail envelope is scanned or 
the voter scans in a ballot in person.  If any ballot is received from a voter who has already 
voted the later ballot is rejected and cannot and will not be counted.  A voter who got a mail 
ballot but wants to vote on Election Day is advised to bring in the mail ballot which will be 
cancelled, but it is fine to arrive without it (I’ve done it).   
 
For voters who were sent mail ballots but arrive without them, poll workers will be able to 
immediately determine if the mail ballot was cast and already recorded in most cases.  If the 
mail ballot was returned but not yet recorded in the books the poll workers use, a call is made 
to the SoE to see if the ballot has just come in.  If not already received, the voter should be 
able to vote in person and the mail ballot, if subsequently received, will not count.  There is no 
way that both a mail ballot and an in-person vote by the same voter will both be recorded:  only 
the first one to be received counts. 
 
Voting on election day has the potential of obstacles:  changed locations, bad weather or other 
difficult unpredictable circumstances, poll workers who may be new to the process and who 
may err despite training they are required to undergo, and the very real possibility of attempted 
voter suppression by Republican operatives.  Historically, there have also been delays at some 
polling locations (a voter in line by 7 pm is allowed to vote but may not be willing or able to wait 
hours longer before getting a ballot).  This year, of course, COVID is a concern, and while 
steps should be taken for voting locations to be as safe as possible, voters, particularly those 
at high risk, may wish to avoid in-person contacts. 
 


